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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT U)*^ 



Sir: 



Applicants wish to bring the following co-pending application to the Examiner's 
attention: 



CaseITT0012 



Serial No. 10/333,43 1, filed 07/1 1/2001 Gardelli et al. 



It is noted that copending US Application Serial No. 10/333,43 1, filed July 11, 2001, 
corresponds to WO 02/06246, which was cited in the information disclosure statement mailed 
July 15, 2003. A copy of USSN 10/333,43 1 is enclosed herewith. 

This information disclosure statement is not an admission that any of the information 
contained or referred to herein is "prior art" with respect to the subject application. The filing of 
this statement is not to be construed as an admission that the information cited herein is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b). 
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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, m 
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This statement is being submitted more than three months after the filing of the instant 
application and after the mailing of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the mailing 
date of any of a final action under 37 C.F.R. 1.113, a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. 1.311, 
or an action that otherwise closes prosecution. Authorization to pay the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
1 . 1 7(p) accompanies this statement. 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 
1<LaM P. 



Kenneth R. Walton, Reg. No. 32,951 
Attorney for Applicants 
MERCK & CO., Inc. 
P.O. Box 2000 

Rahway, New Jersey 07065-0907 
Tel.: (732) 594-3462 
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In compliance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97, submitted herewith on the attached form is a list of 
patents, publications, or other information. Copies of the cited references are enclosed. The 
submission and listing of these references is not to be construed as an admission that any of the 
submitted references is "prior art" with respect to the claimed invention. In accordance with 37 
CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean 
that a search has been made. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b). 

Russian Patent No. 2120940 CI (published October 27, 1998) and Russian Patent No. 
2213734 C2 (published October 10, 2003) have been cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application. Each of the patents was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months before the filing of this information disclosure statement. The references on the 
attached list are English language equivalents of the cited Russian patents. 
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It is requested that the Examiner consider the cited references as part of the examination 
of the subject application, make the references of record, and return an initialed copy of the 
attached form with the next communication to Applicants. 

No fee is believed to be due, but in the event this submission does result in a fee the 
Director is authorized to charge the fee to Deposit Account Number 13-2755. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By: 7kL/fil C(jJA\ 

Kenneth R. Walton, Reg. No. 32,95 1 
Attorney for Applicants 
. MERCK & CO., Inc. 
P.O. Box 2000 

Rahway, New Jersey 07065-0907 
Tel.: (732)594-3462 

Date: March 18, 2004 
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